
The proper way to request & give the number of outs to your partner...and why. 

Taken from the "Cactus Umpire"  

  
 
Sweeping the Plate...or anything else on the field 

 

• Notice the umpire has a solid, balanced base 
with his feet. He is not stooped over or crouched 
down.  

• Notice that his brush is very small.  
• Notice that his mask is in his hand...not on his 

face or on his head as in the cartoon.  
• Notice that his butt is facing away from the 

stands. Whether you are sweeping the plate, the 
pitcher's plate or a base - your butt is always 
pointed away from the spectators.  

• Realize that the game is played on dirt. Bases 
will get dirt on them. Sweeping is not an 
umpire's priority. If you can see it clearly...it's 
clean enough! To stop a game to sweep can 
interrupt the momentum of the game and it 
always draws attention to the umpire.  

 
  
 


